
 
 

 

òYour husband is no more.  He died é.near Walnut Hill, Arkansas on the 22nd of 

April, 1864.   ð- the last words he spokeé.my poor wife and children.ó 
 

Written by Lt. George Warth  

to his sister, Priscilla Jane Warth Shrewsbury 

Regarding her husband, Samuel Morris Shrewsbury 

July 1, 1864 

 
 

SAMUEL MORRIS SHREWSBURY 

CIVIL WAR SOLDIER 

 

The tombstones in Walnut Hill Cemetery display the names and birth dates of 

those who have died, but the rich history buried there is seldom known and rarely 

told.  One of those tombstones bears the name of Samuel Morris Shrewsbury.  

He was born on April 16, 1816 in Wytheville, Virginia.  At the age of 37, he 

married Priscilla Jane Warth on March 5, 1853 when she was 22.  Although they 

were natives of Virginia, they eventually settled in Missouri and began farming in 

Henry County.  They had several sons and daughters. 

 



Samuel joined the Confederate Army during the Civil War and became a scout, 

otherwise known as a spy or Secret Service Agent.  ! ōƛǘ ƻŦ {ŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ 

comes to life with the knowledge that he was involved in espionage or covert 

operations.  As you might expect, this was quite a dangerous choice; a scout must 

possess nerves of steel and an inordinate amount of courage along with a natural 

love of adventure.   If captured, they were sure to suffer the cruel noose of the 

gallows.   ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŜŀǊ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

because their anonymity was so imporǘŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ 

specific unit.  They were the most patriotic of men and women; yet many died 

shameful deaths completely apart from what they held most dear.  Their names 

are not listed on any honor roll and many died and were buried without even 

their families being notified - no recognition, no reward.  Lƴ {ŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ Ƙƛǎ 

widow was notified of his death by her brother, who was also a soldier.   In fact, 

as you can read in the letters between Mrs. Shrewsbury and her family, they were 

told to be very careful about what they wrote in order to maintain secrecy and 

safety during the war as letters could be confiscated.  Mrs. Shrewsbury never 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩs name in any of her correspondence. 

 

In a poignant letter from a Mrs. GreeƴƭŜŜ ǘƻ {ŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ tǊƛǎŎƛƭƭŀΣ aǊǎΦ 

Greenlee states Samuel was shot and severely wounded at her home by the 

Federals in Carroll County on March 7th, 1863.  Although badly hurt, he was cared 

for at the Greenlee home and recovered.  He then traveled 160 miles to Little 

Rock in an effort to gain the release ƻŦ aǊǎΦ DǊŜŜƴƭŜŜΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 

Confederate Soldier who was taken prisoner the same day Samuel was shot.  

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀǊǊƻƭƭ 

County in early April 1863.   She then states that Samuel left the Greenlee home 

on Monday, April 9th, 1863 with the intention of traveling to Louisburg on the 

Arkansas River and then into Texas.   

 

By April of 1864, he was in Walnut Hill, Arkansas staying at the home of Major 

David E. Dickson. It is thought that Samuel was in possession of knowledge 

concerning the Union forces at Little Rock.  Although that cannot be confirmed, it 

is certain that he was under tremendous pressure at this time due to the recent 

hanging of Confederate Spy David Dodd in Little Rock (January 1864).   Samuel fell 

sick with brain fever (meningitis) on April 17th and died of this illness only five 



days later on April 22, 1864.  His last words were of his wife and children.  He was 

ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ aŀƧƻǊ 5ƛŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ   

 

Priscilla learned of his death from a letter written by her brother, George Warth, 

who was stationed at Camp Kirby Smith, Arkansas, on July 1, 1864. 

 

Priscilla Jane later remarried Samuel Gaiter in 1867 and had several more 

children.  She died March 10, 1914 in Warrensburg, Missouri. 

 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ {ŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

discovered.  SŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀ мт-year search to locate his 

ƎǊŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ {ŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ²ŀƭƴǳǘ Iƛƭƭ 

Cemetery in 1984.   Her story can be found in the Shrewsbury Attachment File. 

 

 



 
 

 


