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oYour husband is no more. He diédnear Walnut Hill, Arkansas on the 220of
April, 1864. 6-t he | ast words he spokeé. my poor

Written by Lt. George Warth

to his sister, Priscilla Jane Warth Shrewsbury
Regarding her husban®amuel Morris Shrewsbury
July 1, 1864

SAMUEL MORRIS SHREWSBURY
CIVIL WAR SOLDIER

The tombstones in Walnut Hill Cemetery display the names and birth dates of
those who have diedut the rich history buried there is seldom known and rarely
told. One of thosdombstones bears the name @amuel Morris Shrewsbyr

He was born omApril 16, 1816 inWytheville, Virginia. At the age of 37, &
married Priscilla Jane Warth onakth 5,1853 whenshe was 22.Although they
were natives of Virginia, they eventually settled in Missouri and began farming in
Henry County. They had several sons and daughters.



Samuel joined the Confederate Army during the Civil War and became a scout,
otherwise known as a spy or Secret Service Agént. 6 A4 2F { I YdzSf Q&
comes to life with the knowledge that he was involved in espionage or covert
operations. As you might expecthis was quite a dangerous choi@scout must
possessierves of steeand an inordinate amount of couragdong with anatural

love of adventure If captured, they were sure to suffer the cruel noose of the
gallows ¢ KSe& O2dzZ Ry Qi 6SINJ dzyA¥F2N¥asz az GK
because their anonymity was so imgor Yy 4> GKS& O2dz RyQi o
specific unit. They were the mopatriotic of men and women; yet many died
shameful deathxompletely apart from what they held most dear. Their @@m

are not listed on any honor rodnd many died and were buriedithout even

their families being notified no recognition, no reward.Ly { I YdzSt Q& Ol
widow was notiied of his death by her brother, who was also a soldién. fact,

as you can read in the letters between Mrs. Shrewsbury and her fatimndy wee

told to be very careful about what they wrote in order to maintaircreey and

safety during the war as letters could be confiscatddrs. Shrewsbury never
YSY(A2Ya Kaadide ik ded af hey derfespondence

In a poignant letter froma Mrs. Greg/ t SS (G2 { I YdzSt Qa GA F!
Greenlee statesSamuel wasshot andseverelywounded at her homeby the

Federals in Carroll County on March 7th, 1888hough badly hurt, hevas cared

for at the Greenlee home ancecovered Hethen traveled160 niles to Little

Rockin an effort to gain the releas@ ¥ aNB® DNBSyf SSQa K
Confedeate Soldier who was taken prisoner tlsame day Samuel was shot

2 KSGKSNJ 2N y20 UGUKAA ol a adzO0SaatdzZ z ¢S
County in early April 1863.She then states that Samudkeft the Greenlee home

on Monday, April 8, 1863 with the intention of traveling toLouisburgon the

Arkansas Riveand then into Texas.

By April of 1864, he was in Walnut Hill, Arkansas staginthe home of Major
David E. Dicksonlt is thought that Samuel was in possession of knowledge
concerning the Union forces at Little Rock. Although that cannot be confjrined
Is certain that he was under tremendous pressure at this time due to the recent
hanging ofConfederate Spiavid Dodd in Little Rock (January 186&amuefell

sick with brain fever (meningitis) on April"™Land died of this illnessnly five



dayslater on April22, 1864.His last word were of his wife and childrerHe was
0dzNASR Ay al 22Nl 5A01az2yQa Tl YAf& o0dzNRIf

Priscilla learned of his death from a letter written by her brother, George Warth,
who was stationed at Camp Kirby Smahkansas, on July 1, 1864

Priscilla Jane later remarried Samuel Gaiter in 1867 and had several more
children. She died March 10, 1914 in Warrensburg, Missouri.
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discovered. SY dzSt Qa4 3INBI (G I NI yeRrRseadAatk lo&thid S I Iy
AN S YR UKNRdZAK KSNJ STFF2NIax { | YdzsSt
Cemetery in 1984. Her story can be found in the Shrewsbury Attachment File.
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